
Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on

Wednesday, 12th July 2017 at 4.00 p.m.

PRESIDING:


Councillor Martin Mulleady, Cathaoirleach.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Paraic Brady, John Browne, 





Seamus Butler, Mick Cahill, Micheál Carrigy, 





Mark Casey, John Duffy, Gerard Farrell, 





Luie McEntire,  Colm Murray, 







Peggy Nolan, Pat O’Toole, P.J. Reilly, 





Mae Sexton and Gerry Warnock. 

IN ATTENDANCE:             Mr. Paddy Mahon, Chief Executive.




Ms. Maeve Killian, Acting Head of Finance.





Ms. Barbara Heslin, Director of Services.





Mr. John Brannigan, Director of Services.





Mr. Donal Mac An Bheatha, Senior Planner.





Ms. Louise Kiernan, Senior Executive Planner.

APOLOGIES:

Councillors Padraig Loughrey and Paul Ross.

MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

LEINSTER FLEADH CHEOIL 2017.
The Cathaoirleach and members wished every success to the Leinster Fleadh Cheoil 2017 which is being held in Ballymahon.  Councillor Pat O’Toole acknowledged the support and commitment received from Longford County Council.
ADOPTION OF MINUTES.
On the proposal of Councillor G. Warnock  seconded by Councillor M. Sexton, the Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 14th June 2017, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.

MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.
None.
CORPORATE POLICY GROUP MINUTES.

The adopted Minutes of Corporate Policy Group Meeting held on the 10th May 2017
as circulated, were noted.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE ORDERS.
The Chief Executive Orders, as circulated, were noted.

MONTHLY MANAGEMENT REPORT.

The Monthly Management Report, as circulated, was noted.
Longford Migration Strategy.

In reply to a query raised by Councillor M. Sexton, B. Heslin stated that a meeting was held with the Immigrant Council of Ireland on the 22nd June in relation to the development of a Migration Strategy for Longford to fulfil our commitments under the National Migrant Integration Strategy (Department of Justice) which was launched by Tánaiste Frances Fitzgerald in February of this year.  The members will be kept updated.
ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, PLANNING, HUMAN RESOURCES & CORPORATE SERVICES, CULTURAL & RECREATIONAL SERVICES.

Planning Applications.

The list of Planning Applications received since the last meeting of the Council was submitted and noted.
Update on Strategic Economic Projects

B. Heslin updated the members as follows and replied to queries raised -

Creative Longford

· Longford County Council has made an offer which has been accepted for the Providers building in Longford town and is now subject to contract

· The business case for a new Creative and Innovation Hub in Longford town has been prepared

· The vision is to incorporate 

· An innovation hub for new ICT type businesses, hot-desking, shared working space etc.

· A visual gallery space to include a retail outlet for local crafts and a coffee dock.

· An anchor tenant(s), with preferably knowledge based enterprises

· An application for funding for the new hub has been made under the Town and Village Renewal scheme

· It is hoped to make a further application for funding under the Enterprise Ireland Competitive Regional Enterprise Development Fund

· USEFE has been successful in securing funding under the Regional Enterprise Ireland Development Fund for a feasibility study to develop a network of ICT enterprise centres/E-hubs across counties Longford, Cavan and Leitrim and consultants have been appointed to carry out this study

· Longford County Council, as part of a strategy to support local artists, has commissioned a work of art which will reflect the Council's role in connecting people, place and opportunity

· Michael Nevin, together with John McKeon, will act as the lead on these projects

Active Longford

· Longford County Council has applied for funding for the Royal Canal Greenway under the Outdoor  Recreation Infrastructure Scheme

· An application has also been made to the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport

· Donall MacAnBheatha will act as the lead on this project

Tourism Longford

· The Steering Group, comprising Waterways Ireland, Bord na Móna, Coillte, the National Parks and Wildlife Service, Longford, Offaly, Westmeath and Roscommon County Councils, have now appointed consultants to assist them in formulating a Roadmap to achieve the vision and objectives for the Lough Ree and Mid Shannon area.

· It is intended that the Roadmap will assist the Steering Group in charting and identifying the recreational and tourism interventions required to achieve the vision and objectives of the Group

· The first workshop with the consultants was held in Roscommon on 16 June

· Donall MacAnBheatha will act as the lead on this project

Regeneration Longford

· NAMA and Longford County Council have appointed Cushman & Wakefield as joint selling agents for the Northern Quarter along with the local Sherry Fitzgerald agency

· Representatives from Cushman & Wakefield visited the site on Monday

· The process of developing marketing material has now commenced with a view to bring the Northern Quarter to the market in September

· Terry Rooney will act as the lead on this project

The members welcomed the update on Strategic Economic Projects, as outlined by Barbara. 
Proposed Variation No. 3 of the Longford County Development Plan 2015-2021.

Consideration of Variation no. 3 of the Longford County Development Plan 2015-2021 and the Chief Executive’s Report – Variation no. 3 formally adopted in accordance with the modifications recommended in the Chief Executive’s Report.  

Part 8   -   Footbridge over the  Inny River at Clooneen & Newcastle, Ballymahon, 

Co. Longford.

On the proposal of Councillor Pat O’Toole seconded by Councillor M. Cahill, it was unanimously agreed to adopt Report in accordance with Section 179 of the Planning and 
 
Development Act 2000 (as amended) and Part 8 of the Planning & Development 
  
  Regulations 2001 (as amended) in respect of the construction of a footbridge over the 
Inny River at Clooneen & Newcastle, Ballymahon, Co. Longford, as circulated.
Notices of Motions.

County Development Plan  -  Setback Distances for Wind Turbines.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Casey and seconded by Councillor G. Warnock  -
“I propose that an update be given on the progress to date on updating the County 

Development Plan with the new setback distances of ten times the tip height of turbines from residential properties and other centers of human habitation. And that this issue be kept on the agenda of every monthly meeting until the County Development Plan is updated." 
B. Heslin stated that Longford County Council are currently considering the possible variation to the Longford County Development Plan 2015-2021.  Such a variation would require the appointment of consultants to undertake AA and SEA assessments.  Tender documents are being prepared and are subject to final review by the Senior Planner.  A more detailed update will be provided to Elected Members at the September Council Meeting.
Food Hub in Lanesborough.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Casey and seconded by Councillor  G. Warnock  -

“That this Council supports the development of the proposed Food Hub in Lanesborough, 

which, when it is up and running, will create upwards of 50 jobs in the local area.”
Barbara stated that Longford County Council is very supportive of all new initiatives which have the potential to generate sustainable employment in the County.  

In 2016 Longford County Council were successful in a funding application under CEDRA Agri-Food Tourism and committed significant matched funding towards the development of an innovative food and marine tourism project to advance rural economic development in Lanesborough.  This helped support the development of the Taste of the Lakelands brand.

LCC was recently informed that Taste of the Lakelands Ltd submitted an application for funding under Regional Enterprise Development Fund 2017-2020 to carry out a feasibility study for a proposed food hub.  The group was also in contact with the LEO offices in Longford and Roscommon about their proposed project.  
This proposed initiative should also be considered as part of the development of a Strategic Action Plan for Lanesborough and Ballyleague.  The development of this action plan will help bring sustainable economic development to the area.
Replacement Business for Site of Cameron Willis.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Carrigy and seconded by Councillor  M. Carrigy  -

“I call on the IDA to find an immediate replacement business for the site which has been 
occupied by Cameron Willis to provide much needed jobs for Longford. “

P. Mahon, Chief Executive, stated that since the Cameron announcement in October 2016, the IDA team have had ongoing engagement with senior management and worked closely with the company on marketing their site and providing advice on securing the future of the R&D facility.  Longford County Council also understands that, since January, the IDA facilitated 6 visits to the county.

The multi agency team, set up by Longford County Council, has focused on addressing the challenges faced by the employees, company, town and county.  The agencies, including Longford County Council, Longford Chamber of Commerce, IDA, Enterprise Ireland, LWETB, DSP, LEO, are committed to working together to -
· Support the Cameron employees and their families

· Work with the company to secure the future of the R&D section in Longford and support the company during this transitionary period

· Provide assistance to the company in their efforts to sell their facilities

· Promote Longford town and county as a vibrant place to do business.
River Camlin.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Nolan and seconded by 

Councillor  M. Carrigy  -


“That this Council puts in place a plan to utilise the natural amenity that is the River Camlin stretching from Granard to Clondra.  The plan to have at its core an economic dividend from activities  on the river to walk and cycleways, to the heart of the county.  As it is the sole 
responsibility of Longford County Council, with an annual spend of up to and over €20,000, 
we could seek funding for a Business Plan.”

Barbara stated that Section 4.5 of the Longford County Development Plan, 2015-2021 sets out the strategy, policies and projects for Tourism and Amenity Development in the County. This section includes a substantial number of potential projects for the development of amenity and tourism infrastructure in the County.   These include various projects such as the Mid Shannon Wilderness Park, the Royal Canal Greenway, the Corlea Trackway Centre, the Rebel Trail, the Literary Trail, Ballinamuck, Granard Motte, etc.  Many, if not all of these projects originated from the actions and involvement of community groups and Councillors in County Longford.  The Camlin River in the County Development Plan is considered part of the Mid Shannon Wilderness Park project and is also identified as a potential Blueway along with the River Shannon, Lough Ree, Royal Canal, River Inny and Lough Gowna. 
A substantial body of work has commenced on many of these projects and it will be appreciated that this is subject to the constraints of time and resources - both human and financial.  The development of a specific plan for the River Camlin needs to be considered in the light of this substantial body of work already commenced and resources constraints.  There is no doubt that the River Camlin has potential in terms of amenity and economic return.  The Mall Park is an example of where the Council has over the years invested substantial effort and resources to provide the amenity that we all appreciate today. 
The River Camlin is included in the Development Plan list of potential projects.  The actual identification of specific projects will require collaboration by Longford County Council with state bodies, landowners, interested groups and local communities.  Funding applications now require active community involvement and cooperation in relevant projects. (e.g. Camlin Blueway and Royal Canal Greenway at Clondra, Granard Motte, etc.).  
In order to begin the process of developing an amenity plan for the Camlin, Longford County Council will require local knowledge and information about existing and potential projects. The Council will need to identify the communities, landowners and other interested groups with potential projects along the River Camlin.  These groups should be encouraged to make contact with Longford County Council and provide an outline of their vision and projects for the Camlin.  
In response to Councillor Nolan's request for a plan to be prepared for the September meeting, Barbara confirmed that this would not be feasible with the current work load associated with existing projects but that staff will try to locate the previous feasibility study commissioned by Longford Town Council in advance of that meeting.
FINANCE & INFORMATION SYSTEMS.

Public Liability Claims.

It was noted that four Public Liability Claims were received during June 2017.

Councillor M. Carrigy, Chairperson of the Infrastructural and Environment Strategic Policy Committee, informed the members that a policy on decorative paving and the reinstatement of footpaths is currently being drafted for consideration by the SPC.

It was agreed that each Muncipal District prepare a list of priority areas in their districts where footpath repairs are required. 

HOUSING, INFRASTRUCTURE, ENVIRONMENT & EMERGENCY SERVICES.

Adopted Minutes of the Infrastructural and Environmental Services Strategic Policy

Committee Meeting held on the 13th April 2017  
The adopted minutes of the Infrastructural and Environmental Services Strategic Policy 

Committee Meeting held on the 13th April 2017, as circulated, were noted. 

Disposal of Freehold Interest of No. 45 St. Michael’s Road, Longford.

On the proposal of Councillor Seamus Butler seconded by Councillor Peggy Nolan, it was unanimously agreed to dispose of Freehold Interest of No. 45 St. Michael’s Road, Longford to 
John Mimnagh  in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 19th May 2017, as circulated. 
Recommendation from Infrastructural and Environment Strategic Policy Committee  -

On the proposal of Councillor M. Carrigy seconded by Councillor G. Warnock, it was unanimously agreed that Longford County Council take in charge roads where work has been carried out by a community and the road surface is in very good condition and where all the works have been carried out to a standard acceptable to Longford County Council, as recommended by the Infrastructural and Environment Strategic Policy Committee.
Procurement Legislation.
J. Brannigan replied to queries raised regarding procurement legislation relative to Longford County Council.

GENERAL.
Notices of Motions.
Charges for Hospital Car Parking for Cancer Patients.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Casey and seconded by Councillor J. Duffy        -
“That this Council writes to the Minster for Health seeking free car parking in hospitals for cancer patients who are required to attend frequent hospital appointments for treatment. The cost of tolls and parking is €22 per day this is leaving out the cost of fuel, food and time off work. Overall the cost of cancer is immense and ICS have made a conservative estimate that it costs €862 per month, rising to €1,200 in some cases. This is discounting the €1,400 a month drop in income faced by three in five cancer patients. I do acknowledge that this is an important source of income for hospitals however it is unfair to put this burden on already hard-pressed cancer patients who must use hospital parking services on a regular basis.”

It was agreed that a letter be forwarded to Minister Simon Harris regarding this issue.

CCSP Scheme.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Carrigy and seconded by Councillor M. Casey -
“I call on the Minister for Children to address all of the identified difficulties in the CCSP scheme which has brought additional administration for childcare providers. The providers must be supported to make the scheme sustainable.” 

It was agreed that a letter be forwarded  to Minister Katherine Zappone regarding this issue.
Car Insurance.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Carrigy and seconded by Councillor J. Duffy -
“I call on the M50 Operators, Gardai, Speed Camera Operators and the Insurance Companies to work together to identify vehicles which are on our roads and not insured.   A reduced 
number of these vehicles would reduce insurance premiums for all car owners.”
It was agreed that a letter be forwarded to Mr. Shane Ross, T.D., Minister for Transport, regarding this issue.
Correspondence – circulated.
Letter dated 21st June 2017 received from the Department of Social Protection in 
relation to FOI request regarding information pertaining to the proposals of the Citizens Information Board to merge 51 Local Independent MABS Boards and 42 CIS Structures into 8 Regional Boards was noted.  Councillor Warnock stated that he is very disappointed with the reply received.
Congratulations to Councillor P.J. Reilly.

The members congratulated Councillor P.J. Reilly on his election as the Cathaoirleach of the Eastern and Midland Regional Assembly.
Ophthalmic Services.

Councillor P. Nolan proposed and Councillor M. Carrigy seconded that representatives from the HSE meet with a delegation from the Council regarding Ophthalmic Services in County Longford.
Training.
Report from Corporate Policy Group was noted.

Votes of Sympathy.

Councillor L. McEntire proposed and Councillor J. Duffy seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Donohoe family, Annagh, Moyne on the death of  Brian Donohoe.

Councillor S. Butler proposed and Councillor J. Duffy seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Glennon family, Longford on the death of Breda Glennon.
Councillor S. Butler proposed and Councillor J. Browne seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the McKiernan family, Longford on the death of Collette McKiernan.
This concluded the business of the meeting.
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Signed: _______________
             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the
13th September 2017.
Signed: _______________

             Cathaoirleach.
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